
 
IOLA, KANSAS                  OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                November 26, 2019   

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with 

Chairman Jerry Daniels, Commissioner William “Bill” H. King, Commissioner Bruce Symes, 

and Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk.  

 

Nick Reynolds, Humboldt Union, Eric Spruill, Iola Register, Roy Smith, Allen County 

Undersheriff, and Robert Johnson II, Allen County Counselor, were present to observe the 

meeting.   

 

Chairman Daniels led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular meeting on November 18, 2019. 

 

Terry Call, EMS Financial Director, presented colors for interior and exterior of the two new 

ambulance buildings as discussed with Rick Zingre.  Discussion followed.   

 

Chairman Daniels asked Terry about signage for these two buildings.  Discussion followed.  

Terry will be checking into it. Commissioners discussed putting a sign and flag pole on the 

south side of Humboldt building and north side of Moran building.  Chairman Daniels 

asked for an inventory of what the current stations have and that way planning could be 

made. There will probably be a little expense for appliances as such inside.   

 

Terry discussed a second pipe at the Moran station is for drainage purposes.  Discussion 

followed.   

 

Commissioner King discussed a letter the commission received from Rural Fire District #3’s 

requesting Chad Starliper Jr. be appointed to replace Gary Henderson who resigned 

October 21, 2019.  Commissioner King so moved.   Commissioner Symes seconded; 

motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Mitchel Garner, Allen County Public Works Director, discussed a belt coming off of the 

crusher and damaging 8 other belts and other parts.  He asked about renting a crusher 

or purchasing crushed rock.  Commissioner King stated it is urgent to get rock for the 

stations and some for the roads.  Chairman Daniels suggested that Murphy Tractor should 

be offering something to use while crusher is under repair.  Mitch checked with Nelson’s 

Quarry and the cost of rock from them would be $660 per ton. Discussion followed on 

cost per load.  Commissioners gave approval.   

 

Commissioner Symes asked if this is an exorbitant number of breakdowns for a new 

crusher.  Commissioners agreed to visit with the company representative.    

 

Mitch reported the crews are out patching and mowing. He had to go all the way to 

Manhattan to get cold patch.   

 

Phil Dresher, Bukaty Companies, discussed services Bukaty provides and can provide for 

Allen County.  They have been in service since 1992.  Phil reviewed what is available for 

Allen County, not just health but other options.  He stated going to Meritain has saved 

the county costs for insurance.  Phil explained there are alternate methods he can help 

keep our plan competitive.   

 

Julie Yarmer, Freedom Claims Management, Inc., discussed the services Freedom Claims 

provides and can provide for Allen County.  She commented on the history of Freedom 

Claims. They design and implement employee plans and needs.  They consult and have 

consulting fees, brokers and received a fee and third-party administration with fee.  

Freedom Claims was started in 2004.  They keep county’s abreast of new changes.  

Dedicated claims processor in person, don’t need to leave a message or repeat to 

several people.  They received commission and don’t have a month   $25 per employee 



 
per month, cobra, annual packets, HIPPA notices, open enrollment, ID Cards depending 

on the County’s needs. The policy holders pay them a commission.  Commissioner Symes 

asked who and how does the looking for stop loss coverage and carrier.  They can do 

reports as often as commissioners would want or need.   

 

Jared Froggatte joined the meeting.  

 

Don Doherty, and Susan Dindinger, RPS Benefits by Design, Inc., discussed their services.  

Don reported he 1981or 1982 worked with Blue Cross and Blue Shield and gave history 

information.  RPS is a managing company for Northwestern RPS Company.  Don 

explained their services offers and can provide for Allen County.  He is in Iola about once 

a week.  Sue explained they have employees in several places within southeast Kansas.  

She explained where her clients are as well.  She gave top five reasons to go with RPS 

Benefits by Design, Inc.; 5) Culture; 4) Resources; 3) Comfortable living the cutting edge 

of what’s going on i.e. reference cost pricing, DCP; 2) They have seen a few things (have 

been working with several top companies); and 1) They have a heart for the business (to 

make sure the employee has what they need).  Looking at fees, $1,600 per month. 

 

Jared Froggatte, deputy coroner, discussed billing turned into Allen County for an 

unattended death.  He discussed the concern the Sheriff’s office has with Mr. Froggatte 

receiving pay for the service while he is on duty and decline to pay it.  His supervisor has 

approved this to be paid without conflict.  He stated the KBI was called because of it. He 

comp times out his time for paperwork and works with his supervisor.  Discussion followed.  

He is doing what he is supposed to be doing but not receiving pay due to questions from 

the sheriff’s department.  Jared stated if the commission thinks he is doing something 

unethical then he could change how it happens but the KBI, nor Chief of Police, had 

issues on Jared servicing as deputy county coroner.  He isn’t used by Allen County much 

because they choose wait on someone from another county. 

 

Rhonda Fernandez, Professional Insurance Consultants, reported on an office in Wichita 

and Hays.  She explained her history with insurance.  Rhonda covered consulting service, 

HR Hotlines, Health Reform, custom communications, Plan administration, Wellness 

(mental and Health) and compliance services (new laws).  She explained each item in 

more detail.  Rhonda wants to be in the trenches with the employee, help them through 

questions employees might have and explain what they mean.  Rhonda went into detail 

on different services. Commissioner King asked about fees.  Flat fee is about $3,800 per 

month for services for consulting. 

 

Cole Herder, City of Humboldt Administrator, discussed the utility project in Humboldt, 

they were finishing up utilities last evening about 7:00 p.m.  The superintendent is on site 

at the Industrial Park.  He discussed road work.  He thanked the commissioners for all the 

items done in their area.   Cole reported the sales tax question passed election.  $100,000 

to $120,000 per year is expected to be raised.  Discussion followed.  Cole reported on the 

new grocery store that is expected to be opened in 2020.  Cole stated the city has a 

chip and seal but will need the county’s help.  He would like to have that happen again, 

and will be discussing it with Mitch as well as the commission.  Chairman Daniels stated 

Allen County has a lot to do themselves as well so time will tell.  The city will pay about 

$60,000 on labor if they hire someone to get the roads up and ready for chip and seal.  

Discussion followed on process needed to maintain roads.  

 

Loren and Matt Korte, Personal Service Insurance, Inc. (PSI), discussed Cyber Security 

insurance.  The Allen County policy would have the option to go on it in March 18, 2020.  

Loren stated some of their clients have had a Cyber Security breach.  Matt explained 

what had happened.  Discussion followed legal fees and restoration costs.  The cost is 

estimated at $379.00 per entity. 

 

Jason Solomon, Kansas Rural Water Association Water Tech, discussed Kansas Water 

Pollution Control Permit and Authorization to discharge under the National Pollutant 



 
Discharge Elimination System.  He discussed the compliance for Sewer District #1.  Jason 

stated Scott Reeder is a licensed operator working for Allen County.  He explained costs 

of getting up to par.  Allen County needs to raise up the water level and put a valve in 

the end of the pipe which would be creating more space, lot of water going in to the 

area, running water, needs a berm about one foot high around it, fence needs to be 

repaired, new corner posts.  Jason felt Allen County needs to allow time for Scott Reeder 

to do some of the work to get into compliance.   

 

Terry updated on Waverly’s Rural Fire Barn on north State Street.  They are about a month 

behind due to the wind and hanging metal.  Discussion followed.  

 

Commissioner Symes moved to go into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss non-

elected personnel. Commissioner King seconded; motion passed 3-0-0.  Those in the 

room will be Chairman Daniels, Commissioner Symes, Commissioner King, Sherrie L. 

Riebel, Allen County Clerk and Robert Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor.  The time is 

now 10:48 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 10:52 a.m.  No action was taken. 

 

Commissioner King moved to go into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss Attorney-

Client Privilege.  Commissioner Symes seconded; motion passed 3-0-0.  Those in the room 

will be Chairman Daniels, Commissioner Symes, Commissioner King, and Robert Johnson, 

II, Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 10:53 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 

10:58 a.m.  No action was taken. 

 

Sherrie asked if the Special Sales Tax Question Election could be held on April 7th, 2020.  

Commissioners approved.   

 

Sherrie asked if the Southeast Kansas Regional meeting could be held on June 18, 2020.   

Commissioners approved.  

 

Commissioners approved the following documents: 

 

a) Payroll – mileage reimbursement for Cindy Scovill, Terry Call and Bruce Symes 

b) Payroll – Hazmat reimbursement for Kevin Covey 

c) Payroll – Vacation Carryover of 115 hours for 6 months for Mitchell Garner 

d) Payroll – change form for Lisa Sears from a 12 hour to a 9 hour employee 

e) Clerk’s Vouchers - $102,319.00   

f) Clerk’s Journal Entry - #65 - #67 

g) Abatements:   RE, Value 14.797, $2244.44, Yr 2019 

  PP Value 895, $175.44, Yr 2019         

 

With no further business to come before the board, Commissioner Symes moved to 

adjourn, Commissioner King seconded, and motion passed 3-0-0.  Meeting was 

adjourned at 11:07 a.m. until December 3, 2019 at 8:30 a.m. in the Commission Room of 

the courthouse.   

 

 

____________________________________  ____________________________________ 

Jerry Daniels, Chairperson    Bruce Symes, Commissioner 

 

        

 

___________________________________             ____________________________________ 

Sherrie L. Riebel, County Clerk    William H. King, Commissioner 


