
 
IOLA, KANSAS                    OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                   October 7, 2025 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with 

Chairman Jerry Daniels, Commissioner David Lee, and Shannon Patterson, Allen County 

Clerk.  Commissioner John F. Brocker was absent. 

 

Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Director, Jeremy Hopkins, Allen County Road 

& Bridge Director, Chelsie Decker, 911 Director, Robert Johnson, County Counselor, Rick 

Aiello, employee, Terry Call, Zoning Administrator, Sarah Haney, Iola Register, Camille 

Lavon, Thrive Allen County Economic Development Director, Gail Klaassen, Neosho 

County Commissioner, Nate Jackson, Undersheriff, and Paul Zirjacks, citizen, was present 

to observe the meeting.  

  

Chairman Daniels led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the September 23, 2025 and September 30, 2025 

meetings.  

 

Chairman Daniels asked for public comment. Camille Lavon, Thrive Allen County 

Economic Development Director, updated commission on Gates releasing 

approximately 80 employees. She spoke with headquarters. December 1 first 70 will 

leave, January 1st will be the 10 (approximate) layoffs. Gates will allow an on-site job fair 

for those layoff employees in about 4 weeks.  

 

Marcia Davis, Thrive Allen County, joined the meeting.  

 

Mitch Garner, Public Works Director, presented a bid for the new noxious weed truck. Out 

of four requests, only Twin Motors submitted a bid. They came in at $65,320.00. Mitch 

explained the different aspects of the sprayer bed and tanks/pumps. Discussion 

followed. Commissioners would like to wait until next week for Commissioner Brocker to 

be present.  

 

Mitch reported they got the topcoat ordered.  

 

Jeremy Hopkins, Road & Bridge Director, presented information on the roller that will 

need replaced. He got two bids, both from Foley. CB13-01, 2019, $79,500.00 (current roller 

size). CB15-01, 2021, $116,600.00. Commissioner Lee asked what Jeremy’s 

recommendation would be. Jeremy stated he likes the price of the CB13; however, he 

would prefer the CB15. Commissioners would like to wait until next week until 

Commissioner Brocker is present.  

 

Jeremy presented a bid for asphalt from the county line to the highway, near the Neosho 

River Bridge. Bettis quote is for $85,863.00. Discussion followed. Commissioner Lee moved 

to accept the bid for overly from county line to highway south of Humboldt. Chairman 

Daniels seconded; motion passed 2-0-0.  

 

Jeremy presented a quote to work on a tractor that has 7300 hours. Cost is estimated to 

be about $8700.00. Jermey is going to look at trading it in for a new one vs fixing this one.  

 

Alondra Exiga, Bilingual Advocate, Brandy Foster, Sexual Assault Response Team 

Coordinator, and Kayla Knavel, Children’s Services Specialist, all with Hope Unlimited. 

Alondra explained they are here to request approval of a proclamation recognizing 

October as Domestic Violence Awareness Month. Commissioner Lee moved to proclaim 

October 2025 as Domestic Violence Awareness Month in Allen County. Chairman Daniels 

seconded; motion passed 2-0-0.  

 

Marcia Davis, Thrive Allen County, reported on the Savonburg community conversation. 

They like the fact that it is a quiet community, safe, and in a good location, thankful for 



 
the grant they were awarded to upgrade their electrical grid. They do feel they need to 

work on their sewer, tear down some derelict housing, signage on 59 and 39, community 

involvement needs to increase, better cell service. Their three top issues were 

infrastructure, community involvement, communication. Savonburg will be having a hog 

roast on Saturday, November 1, and wanted to invite the commissioners.  The next 

conversation will be on Tuesday, October 14, in Mildred.  

 

Chairman Daniels moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes for Trade Secrets. 

Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 2-0-0.  The time is now 9:05 a.m.  Those 

present will be Commissioners, Terry Call, Zoning Administrator, Camille Lavon, Allen 

County Economic Development Director and Robert Johnson II, Allen County Counselor.  

Commissioners reconvened at 9:15 a.m.  No action taken. 

 

Chairman Daniels moved to extend the executive session for 5 minutes for Trade Secrets. 

Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 2-0-0.  The time is now 9:17 a.m.  Those 

present will be Commissioners, Terry Call, Zoning Administrator, Camille Lavon, Allen 

County Economic Development Director and Robert Johnson II, Allen County Counselor.  

Commissioners reconvened at 9:22 a.m.  No action taken. 

 

Chairman Daniels moved to extend the executive session for 5 minutes for Trade Secrets. 

Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 2-0-0.  The time is now 9:23 a.m.  Those 

present will be Commissioners, Terry Call, Zoning Administrator, Camille Lavon, Allen 

County Economic Development Director and Robert Johnson II, Allen County Counselor.  

Commissioners reconvened at 9:28 a.m.  No action taken. 

 

Chairman Daniels moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes for Non-Elected 

Personnel. Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 2-0-0.  The time is now 9:30 a.m.  

Those present will be Commissioners, Terry Call, Zoning Administrator and Robert Johnson 

II, Allen County Counselor.  Commissioners reconvened at 9:40 a.m.  No action taken. 

 

Chairman Daniels moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes for Attorney Client, 

Contract Negotiations. Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 2-0-0.  The time is 

now 9:41 a.m.  Those present will be Commissioners, Mitch Garner, Public Works Director, 

and Robert Johnson II, Allen County Counselor.  Commissioners reconvened at 9:51 a.m.  

No action taken. 

 

Commissioners reviewed the following documents: 

a) September Dept Reports: Public Works, Noxious Weed, Register of Deeds, 

Treasurer, County Clerk, Appraiser, Sheriff, Attorney 

b) September Fund Status Report 

 

Commissioners approved the following documents: 

a) Clerk’s Vouchers – $440,734.13 

b) Payroll – Change forms: Diane Rogers, Nathen Jackson, Andrew Watts 

c) Payroll – Enrollment: Evan Casner, Abigail Humble 

d) Payroll – Mileage Reimbursement: Kay Shults 

e) Payroll – Appeal Brief: Brandon Cameron 

f) Clerks Journal Entries - #34, 35, 36 

 

With no further business to come before the board, Commissioner Lee moved to adjourn, 

Chairman Daniels seconded; motion passed 2-0-0.  Meeting was adjourned at 9:55 a.m. 

until Tuesday, October 14, 2025, at 8:30 a.m. in the Assembly Room of the courthouse.   

 

__________________________________                     ____________________________________ 

Jerry Daniels, Chairperson             David Lee, Commissioner  

 

        

___________________________________  ______absent________________________        



 
Shannon Patterson, Allen County Clerk            John F. Brocker, Commissioner  


